
Micro typography  part 1 



Micro typography part 1: spacing

Kerning :: Letter spacing :: tracking :: Word spacing



Kerning is the act of adjusting the space between  
two characters to compensate for their relative shapes. 

it refers to removing space between two characters to 
restore the natural rhythm found among the characters 
in the rest of the text. if letters in a typeface are 
spaced mathematically even, they make a pattern  
that doesn’t look uniform enough. 

*  Letter spacing: adding space between two characters within a word.

Kerning



Kerning

AV  Wx    
AV   Wx
AV   Wx

no Kerning — Default Metrics

Kerning — selecting optical Kerning

Kerning — selecting optical Kerning + Manual adjustments



Kerning pairs are a pair of letters whose shapes  
(and negative space around those shapes) cause  
them to need a kerning adjustment. 

sample letters which always need kerning:  
W,  y,  V,  t,  L, o. sample letter pairs which  
always need adjusting: Wy,  ae,  yo,  te,  Wo. 

often kerning happens between upper and lower 
case letters and between characters and punctuation.

Kerning pairs



Kerning effects reaDabiLity

savvy kerning

carnal cloth  



there are four kinds of strokes that make up letter 
forms. these must be spaced in a logical, consistent 
manner to appear optically correct. the idea is to 
maintain comfortable optical volumes (figure/ground) 
between letter forms. Each letter should “flirt” with the 
one next to it.

hoW to opticaLLy space Letters



here are the extreme spacing limits for combining 
stroke types. you can build your own letter spacing 
system for the other stroke combinations.

hoW to opticaLLy space Letters



hoW to opticaLLy space Letters

opticaL VoLuMes: Try to make these volumes “look” 
equal and create an even rhythm. a traditional graphic 
design standard for determining whether a word is 
letter spaced correctly is to envision pouring equal 
volumes of sand between characters | letters.

Trust Me Trust Me



WorK With the Most tenacious stroKe pair 
first. use determined space for similar stroke pairs. 
then work in letter groupings of three. use determined 
space for the letter spacing for similar stroke pairs.

* W,  y,  V,  t, L,o:  Wy,  ae,  yo,  te,  Wo

hoW to opticaLLy space Letters

Wyoming



print anD reVieW your WorK: Try flipping the 
word upside down. You won’t “read” the letters as 
strongly and so you will be able to focus more easily 
on the positive and negative shapes created by the 
letter forms and the spaces between them.

hoW to opticaLLy space Letters

PRINT AND REVIEW
PRINT AND REVIEW



tracKing

tracking adjusts the overall space between letters 
across an entire word or body of text (not just two 
characters within a word)

tracKing Vs.

Kerning &  
Letter spacing



tracKing effects reaDabiLity

tracking effects the evenness of texture for the type 
within a sentence or paragraph.



When tracKing is effectiVe

the smaller the text size the more tracking you 
need for readability. the larger the text size the 
less tracking you need.



When tracKing is effectiVe

small type needs more tracking. 
Tracking: 0/1000 em

. 
small type needs more tracking. 
Tracking: +10/1000 em

Large type needs less tracking. 
Tracking: 0/1000 em

Large type needs less tracking.
Tracking: -20/1000 em



When tracKing is effectiVe

Reversing out type from a solid block of color or  
on a tint of color 

When type is being read over a pattern or image

Tracking: +10/1000 em

*  Using a typeface of a higher weight can also help compensate  
for the optical illusion of a smaller and tighter type face



When tracKing is effectiVe

CAPITAL LETTERS 
Tracking: 0/1000 em

CAPITAL LETTERS
Tracking: +40/1000 em



When tracKing is effectiVe

Condensed Type 
Tracking: 0/1000 em

Condensed Type 
Tracking: +20/1000 em



When tracKing is effectiVe

untouched

potential problems with Letters on a curve

With tracking and Kerning



tracKing: heLpfuL hint

first track the entire word | sentence, then kern. 

*  Kern key pairs first, the key kerning pair will define the  
letter spacing for the entire word. Choose the most intractable  
pair to start the process.



tryreadingalineoftextwithoutwordspac-
ingtoseehowimportantithasbecome.

WorD spacing



Word spacing should make all the space intervals 
between words “look” the same. Volumes are adjusted 
as in letter spacing by optical examination. Words must 
not appear to run together or be spaced so widely as 
to appear to be separate units.

WorD spacing



Word spacing should vary with typeface, type size, 
and type arrangement. Word spacing and letter 
spacing should be consistent. tight letter spacing 
demands tight word spacing. 

wordtspacing      wordtspacing
wordispacing       wordispacing
wordwspacing   wordwspacing

top is moderate / middle is tight / bottom is loose

appropriate WorD spacing



too many rivers and gaps   too many hyphenations

nequi sam experum aliam quasper 
ioressit accus dolorem poreped 
qui con  icium elit aturepe kluptae. 
Dolorris eu renimusa e laborem 
porupta quiant fugiasp ellabor 
ionseque doluptatem res aut occum 
doluptat estra etfase.
umquia poratis re electaquam abo. 
Doluptatatio velit, con consequ 
atestius minis vollaborum non repedi 
aut ulpa quassec eptate vellupi 
citibus dolupta de omniscipsa 
qui officiis modis nit, conseque 
nonseque eossi quam voluptiunt 
voluptatur sinus.Dendisci picilia 
voloratum a nosape ditem rent ab?
Que volupta tissinusdae ipitius 
quaecep udipsae quiae vendele 

nditiis del mostrumquid quas plabo. 
itis ratur, con eium acesed eum alit 
laboren ducident res simillu pictet 
volo bla dolorpo ribusam, ipit minc-
taqui net quo quam errum audam 
derferiam quihe quam veles dolor ac-
erunt, quies snonet rem comnis con-
sernam quate cor assendae la sum 
quunden memoditi isquam, nonsed 
ut verum volupta dolligendi volup-
taquia doluptast ped mo blacerferi- 
otes omnimpe lab in rernate omnis- 
quis doluptur? tincipsam re porum 
inti consed qui omnist ellabore pedi 
ommolorumqui consed qui dendist 
iumquis erumats quiduci andandus 
que nostrum veritas est.

JustifieD text



nequi sam experum aliam quasper 
ioressit accus dolorem poreped 
qui con  icium elit aturepe kluptae. 
Dolorris eu renimusa e laborem 
porupta quiant fugiasp ellabor 
ionseque doluptatem res aut occum 
doluptat estra etfase.
umquia poratis re electaquam abo. 
Doluptatatio velit, con consequ 
atestius minis vollaborum non repedi 
aut ulpa quassec eptate vellupi 
citibus dolupta de omniscipsa 
qui officiis modis nit, conseque 
nonseque eossi quam voluptiunt 
voluptatur sinus.Dendisci picilia 
voloratum a nosape ditem rent ab?
Que volupta tissinusdae ipitius 
quaecep udipsae quiae vendele 

nditiis del mostrumquid quas plabo. 
itis ratur, con eium acesed eum alit 
laboren ducident res simillu pictet 
volo bla dolorpo ribusam, ipit minc-
taqui net quo quam errum audam 
derferiam quihe quam veles dolor ac-
erunt, quies snonet rem comnis con-
sernam quate cor assendae la sum 
quunden memoditi isquam, nonsed 
ut verum volupta dolligendi volup-
taquia doluptast ped mo blacerferi- 
otes omnimpe lab in rernate omnis- 
quis doluptur? tincipsam re porum 
inti consed qui omnist ellabore pedi 
ommolorumqui consed qui dendist 
iumquis erumats quiduci andandus 
que nostrum veritas est.

JustifieD text



nequi sam experum aliam quasper 
ioressit accus dolorem poreped qui 
con  icium elit aturepe kluptae. Dolorris 
eu renimusa e laborem porupta quiant 
fugiasp ellabor ionseque doluptatem 
res aut doluptat estra etfase.
umquia poratis re electaquam abo. 
Doluptatatio velit, con consequ ates-
tius minis vollaborum non repedi aut 
ulpa quassec eptate vellupi citibus 
dolupta dei omniscipsa qui officiis 
modis nit, conseque nonseque eossi 
quam voluptiunt voluptatur sinus.
Dendisci picilia voloratum a nosape 
ditem rent ab?
Que volupta tissinusdae ipitius quae-
cep udipsae quiae vendele nditiis 
del mostrumquid quas plabo. stis 

ratur, con eium acesed eum alit la 
boren ducident res simillu pictet 
volo bla dolorpo ribusam, ipit minc-
taqui net quo quam errum audam 
derf riam quihe quam veles dolor  
acerunt, quies snonet rem comnis 
consernam quate cor assendae la 
sum quuden memoditi isquam, nosed 
ut verum volupta dolligendi volupta 
quia doluptast ped mo blacerfer-
iotes omnimpe lab in rernate omnis 
quis doluptur? tincipsam re porum 
inti consed qui omnist ellabore pedi 
ommolorumqui consed qui dendist 
iumquis erumats quiduci andandus 
que nostrum veritas est.

appropriate spacing



  spacing is crucial in headlines 
or display type where the 
characters are larger and show 
the optical disparity between 
letters more readily.

  spacing is good for readability  
of small text.

  spacing is good for text on a 
color background, on a pattern 
or an image. 

  spacing is imperative for capital 
letters, condensed type or type 
on a curve.

  Spacing is necessary for justified 
blocks of text.

  spacing is good for anything with 
small amounts of text | copy. 

reVieW


